
MAUMEE VALLEY COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL



WELCOME.



Dear Friends,

At Maumee Valley we never underestimate the capacity 
of our students to excel, nor what they need by way of 
preparation for a changing world.

Our academic rigor is well known, but Maumee Valley 
offers so much more.  We firmly believe our long history 
of successful college preparation and placement is a 
direct result of the special opportunities we offer our 
students.  Whether we are talking about our emphasis 
on public speaking and writing, or our focus on 
experiential learning as exemplified through programs 
such as Winterim and Lower and Middle School travel, 
or our high student engagement in extra-curriculars, 
from the arts to athletics, all MV experiences are built 
on the close relationships students develop with faculty 
mentors.  A Maumee Valley education is a personal 
education and it provides students with the experiences, 
the encouragement, and the challenges to reach their 
greatest potential.

We recognize the financial commitment that 
a Maumee Valley education requires.  Our 
independence, our small classes, the newly created 
facilities, and top-flight faculty come at a premium.  
That is why we offer eligible students assistance 
through merit-based scholarships, need-based 
grants, and a variety of payment plans.  A Maumee 
Valley education is well within your child’s reach.  
Nearly forty percent of our students receive financial 
aid or scholarships, totaling over $1 million annually.  
We look forward to talking with you about how we can 
help you plan for your child’s future.

 Gary Boehm, Head of School

FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL
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There is no other school like Maumee Valley 
Country Day School in Northwest Ohio. Our 
history, rich in tradition and innovation, spans over 
125 years. We continue to be the only independent 
preparatory school serving preschool through 
twelfth grade in the region. We are the first choice 
for parents and students who want an educational 
experience that supports, stretches, and prepares 
them for their best opportunities. What happens 
here is special. It is unique. It is different from 
what you have come to expect and believe about 
schools.

Maumee Valley students come from all walks of 
life and all over the world. Their common bond 
is the value they place on earning an exceptional 
education. 

THE MAUMEE VALLEY 
EXPERIENCE

The school has high standards. 
Everybody holds these high 
standards for the best education 
possible. Not only the teachers, but 
the students have internalized this. 
Even at a young age they want to 
be successful learners and their 
parents support that all the way 
through the process.

Mark Baker, Head of Preschool 
and Lower School

Nearly 20 percent of Maumee 
Valley seniors achieve National 
Merit or Commended Scholar 
status every year.

“

*

INTRODUCTION

As an independent school, we enjoy the flexibility 
to establish our own curriculum and standards. 
The Senior Seminar, Winterim, and the Middle 
School Academic Summit are programs created 
out of that freedom. Our faculty creates thought-
provoking and stimulating opportunities that 
prepare students for success in college and beyond. 
Maumee Valley has high academic standards, 
excellent teachers, educational opportunities that 
extend beyond the classroom, and a diverse and 
vibrant student community. 

ADVANTAGES OF AN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL
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Maumee Valley is a place where students can be 
accepted and respected while they pursue their 
education and interests in a supportive, student-
centered environment.The peaceful, respectful, tolerant 

atmosphere combined with the 
diversity of ages, cultures and 

personalities almost guarantees 
that your child will find a 

friend here and a group of peers 
that is a perfect fit.

Vicki Koelsch, Director of 
Admissions

total enrollment, from Pre-School 
through 12th Grade

enrollment in the Upper School; 
Grades 9-12

Maumee Valley’s mission is to enable students 
to become enlightened, compassionate, and 
contributing global citizens, while preparing 
graduates for their best opportunities in higher 
education. 

The school attracts motivated, able students who 
have a range of academic interests and diverse 
backgrounds, and whose families value education. 
Its challenging curriculum, student-centered 
school life, and supportive community inspire and 
equip them for a lifetime of learning.

The Maumee Valley advantage is distinguished by 
our commitment to:

 / Experiential Learning
 / Academic Excellence
 / Leadership in Arts and Athletics
 / Global Citizenship
 / Personal Attention 
 / State-of-the-Art Facilities 

”
FREE TO BE ME

OPENING MINDS, OPENING DOORS.

student-teacher ratio
10:1

480

190
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We all learn better by doing. Experiential learning 
makes the abstract real by having students make 
meaning from direct experience.

It looks like first and second grade students studying 
insects in a butterfly garden thriving outside their 
window.

It engages students in doing meaninful work. 
Seventh and eigth grade students learn the 
principles of economics by planning and hosting a 
fundraising benefit for the Humane Society.

It takes students out into the world. Field trips are a 
regular part of the MV experience.  Students learn 
about electricity by traveling to the Thomas Edison 
museum in Greenfield Village and they learn about 
space exploration by attending Space Camp in 
Huntsville, Alabama.

It is focused. Every November, Upper School 
students take a month-long, in-depth course of 
their choosing. Winterim is the cornerstone of 
experiential learning in the Upper School. Many 
students learn about different cultures firsthand 
by studying abroad, while others pursue personal 
passions through our internship program.

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

I volunteered at an urban public 
school while I was at Maumee 
Valley. When I saw the disparities in 
the education I was getting, versus 
what kids in the urban school were 
getting, I became very interested 
in public school reform.  Both 
Maumee Valley and my college 
experience were instrumental in 
shaping my career, and showing 
me how critical a great education 
is to achieving what we want in 
life.  Both also highlighted for me 
how lucky I was to get such a great 
education.

Michelle Rhee ‘88
Founder and CEO of Students First
Former Chancellor of the 
Washington DC public schools

“

Ryan Ariss shadows a urologist during a 
Maumee Valley Winterim experience, in 
partnership with The University of Toledo 
Medical School.

THE WINTERIM EXPERIENCE
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In 2010, 54 students took 103 
AP exams with 93 percent 

scoring a 3 or above and 69 
percent scoring at least a 4.

Maumee Valley  29
Ottawa Hills HS  26
Notre Dame Academy  25
St. Francis de Sales 24
St. Ursula Academy  24
Perrysburg  23.7
Northview/Southview  23
St. John’s Jesuit  23

National Average 21

AVERAGE ACT SCORES

AVERAGE SAT SCORES

*

Academics at Maumee Valley is more than test 
scores. Our education helps students build and 
hone essential skills for success in college and 
their lives beyond. Students will excel in:

 / Persuasive Writing
 / Critical and Analytical Thinking
 / Creative Problem Solving
 / Study and Organizational Skills
 / Working in Groups
 / Leadership
 / A Strong Work Ethic 

Seventy-five percent of Lower School students read 
at least one grade level higher than the national 
average. Of these students, over half read at least 
two grade levels above the national average.

Middle School students perform outstandingly in 
the nationwide ERB tests: 96 percent of 8th graders 
scored in the top quartile in verbal reasoning. 83 
percent scored in the top quartile in quantitative 
reasoning.

Upper School academic courses include 
Environmental Science, International Relations, 
Economics, Fine Arts, Anthropology and Digital 
Media, complementing traditional coursework 
in Science, History, English and Mathematics. 
The Upper School also offers several Advanced 
Placement courses. 

Maumee Valley students have the top college 
placement scores in Northwest Ohio. Graduates 
are prepared to enter and thrive at the nation’s 
leading colleges and universities. 

ACADEMIC PREPARATION
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The fine arts are intricately woven into the tapestry 
of a Maumee Valley education, supporting what 
students do in the classroom on a daily basis. 

The music program at Maumee Valley consists of 
music theory, music appreciation, and musical 
instrument exploration. Private guitar, piano and 
string instrument instructors work with students’ 
academic schedules to ensure music is accessible to 
all.

LEADERSHIP THROUGH 
THE ARTS + ATHLETICS

“

MUSICAL ARTS

Students develop an appreciation for art through a 
hands-on approach that reinforces the academic 
curriculum. Courses introduce students to a wide 
variety of topics including form, abstraction, color 
theory and art history. Students explore these 
issues through a variety of media in two and three 
dimensions. 

Maumee Valley students learn the dramatic arts 
in the Millennium Theatre, one of the leading 
performing arts facilities in Northwest Ohio. 
From preschool through senior year, students 
are immersed in the joys and disciplines of the 
stage. Formal drama instruction begins in the 
3rd grade. Students progressively learn stage 
basics, playwriting, stage performance, stage 
management and directing. They participate in 
juried one-act play competitions and take acting 
classes. Acting technique, stage movement, 
theater etiquette and stage safety are also integral 
components of the curriculum.

VISUAL ARTS

DRAMATIC ARTS
Each exhibit that comes to the 
gallery helps us teach our students 
how to go through a gallery, 
critique art, draw inspiration for 
their own work and try some of 
the techniques that professional 
artists use. It gives them first-
hand experiences with real, 
accomplished artists. It’s a very 
sophisticated skill for young people 
to have – to be able to critique 
and enjoy an art exhibit. Not every 
student is going to grow up and 
become an artist, but they will 
know how to be consumers of art 
and culture.

Lou Ann Glover, 
Fine Arts Department Chair
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Smiling and laughing, Nick, Thad and Rick recount 
their adventures “playing” together over the last 
decade. Nick on the violin, Thad on bass and Rick 
on the cello, they have played together in musical 
performances, on the basketball court, and on the 
golf course.

During their tenure in the Maumee Valley String 
Ensemble, all three young men have earned chairs 
in the Toledo Youth Orchestra, Honors Orchestra 
and the District, Regional and State Orchestras. 
In addition, they have scored high honors in 
numerous Ohio Music Educational Association 
(OMEA) competitions.

Reflecting on their collective experience, Thad 
notes, “We’ve been playing together since first 
grade string ensemble. We made faces at each 
other during concerts ‘to keep it real.’ We play at 
dinners and graduations, weddings, nursing homes 
and community benefits. We’ve been successful at 
every audition we’ve attempted together.”

The athletic season pulls the young musicians 
out onto the playing fields. “[Sports] keep the 
camaraderie going, supporting one another; it’s 
like a brotherhood. We are competitive with one 
another, but we are also empathetic. Friendly peer 
pressure is important in athletics, in the arts, and 
in academics,” says Rick.

The trio has been conditioning since last year’s 
basketball season ended, practicing daily, working 
out together, and attending summer camps. 
Although they can relish in countless honors, 
awards, and rankings, it is apparent that the real 
prize is their shared experiences. 

AN ARTS + ATHLETICS SUCCESS STORY

 Mrs. Sieberg is a powerful music 
director. We wouldn’t have done all 

the things we do without her.

-Nick Frasco

”

percent of Maumee Valley’s string 
musicians participate in the Toledo 

Youth and International Youth 
Orchestras.

50
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Maumee Valley encourages athletic participation by 
way of a “no cut” philosophy.  We offer competitive 
team and individual sports throughout the year. In 
the spirit of participation, all of our activities are 
based on acceptance. The goal is for students to 
become fully involved in all aspects of school life. 

Maumee Valley is part of the Toledo Area Athletic 
Conference, which emphasizes goal setting and 
rewards a strong work ethic on the playing fields. 
Although we include everyone, we play to win.

During the three seasons, Maumee Valley offers a 
wide variety of team and individual sports including 
field hockey, soccer, golf, tennis, basketball, 
indoor track and field, outdoor track and field, and 
lacrosse.   

In addition to extracurricular athletics, the physical 
education program emphasizes teamwork, 
leadership, and sportsmanship. 

These activities, coupled with health and wellness 
instruction, encourage students to live a healthy 
and physically active lifestyle. 

ATHLETICS

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

percent of students in grades 
seven through twelve participate 
in at least one sport during the 
school year

recent Maumee Valley graduates 
are participating in NCAA Division 
1 athletics

65

9
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Forty percent of Maumee Valley’s student body is 
racially and ethnically diverse. Major ethnic groups 
include those of European, African, Middle Eastern,  
Indian, and East Asian descent. Additionally, each 
year Maumee Valley actively recruits international 
students. The school’s international program 
regularly hosts students from Asia, Europe, 
and South America. Maumee Valley’s diverse 
community values religious pluralism and respects 
the faith creeds and practices of all our families. 

Maumee Valley offers students the opportunity to 
pursue a Global Scholar Certificate in the Upper 
School. This Certificate recognizes students who 
embrace opportunities to explore world issues 
and events, to make connections across borders, 
to dedicate time to community service, and  to 
demonstrate a readiness to lead in a globalized 
world.

The Global Education program invites experts 
who address broad topics affecting our world. The 
2010-11 theme “Hot, Flat, and Crowded: Challenge 
& Opportunity in the Global Economy,” included 
speakers Michael Maniates, Professor of Political 
Science & Environmental Science, Allegheny 
College; Bryan Mealer, co-author of The New 
York Times Bestseller The Boy Who Harnessed 
the Wind, and M. Sanjayan, Lead Scientist, of The 
Nature Conservancy. 

Other themes have explored the role of China’s 
growing influence on the world, global health care 
systems and solutions, and global climate change. 

GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

STUDENT DIVERSITY

GLOBAL SCHOLAR CERTIFICATE

GLOBAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

Languages Offered:

Spanish
(pre-school - 12)

Mandarin
(grades 9-12)

French 
(grades 9-12)

*

I loved Model UN. Through the 
experience, I discovered that I 

had a talent for debate. I didn’t 
really think about international 
issues before I went to my first 

conference. I made friends 
from other schools, people 

complimented me for my skills 
and insights.  When I visited 

Swarthmore I talked with other 
students who had been in Model 

UN and we had an immediate 
connection.

Averill Obee ‘11
Freshman at 

Swarthmore College 

”
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Small class sizes afford increased personal 
attention for each student. Maumee Valley’s 
dedicated faculty builds rewarding relationships 
with students throughout their educational 
journey. The entire community of faculty and staff 
make a difference in the lives of the students. This 
intimate, supportive environment is the backdrop 
for character development that takes place across 
all age groups. 

The advisor program is at the heart of our close-
knit and supportive learning environment. The 
role of the advisor is to mentor students to take 
responsibility for all dimensions of their lives - 
personal, social, and academic. 
    

Advisors work with students to enhance:

 / Responsibility
 / Respect
 / Kindness
 / Participation
 / Time Management
 / Study Skills

PERSONAL ATTENTION

The Middle School advisory system 
sets us apart from other schools. 
Each advisor is dedicated to 
bringing out the strengths of each 
student and also challenges them 
to be their very best, every single 
day.

Stephanie Harman, 
Head of Middle School

The students and faculty at 
Maumee Valley have been like 
a second family to me over the 
years...Maumee Valley allowed me 
to make new friends and to bond 
with them in a way I could have 
never imagined

Alok Harwani ‘09

“

“
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Personal attention in the Upper School extends to 
college advising. Families receive comprehensive 
assistance in the college application and admissions 
process.

Maumee Valley’s college advising program is the 
best in the region and offers the following:

/ Students travel with the Director of College 
Advising on college tours during Spring Break. 

/  Families work 1-on-1 with the Director of College 
Advising to form a college list, research colleges, 
meet deadlines, request recommendations, and 
complete applications.

/ Intensive college advising helps students gain 
admission to schools that are a great fit for them, 
including prestigious universities and smaller 
colleges.

/ Leaders in Higher Education Series: Admissions 
directors from selective colleges speak with 
parents, students, and administrators about 
issues in college admission and enrollment, and  
interview talented students at Maumee Valley.

/ Essay Workshops: Students begin work on college 
essays as part of the 11th-grade English curriculum. 
The two-week seminar concludes with a day-long 
workshop featuring admissions counselors from five  
selective colleges.

/ Financial Planning: Maumee Valley partners 
with a local financial advisor to help families with 
financial aid, scholarships, and college financial 
decisions.

COLLEGE PREPARATION

percent of the Class of 2011 were 
accepted into at least one of their 

top choice colleges

percent of students are accepted 
by colleges considered to be the 

most selective in the country 
including Harvard, Duke, 

Northwestern, Columbia and 
Cornell, among others

the # of students the Director of 
College Advising works with per 

grade 

90

25

45
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The Maumee Valley campus occupies 75 acres on 
Toledo’s Swan Creek ravine. Students enjoy a safe 
and peaceful learning environment with ample 
space and opportunity for outdoor education, 
sports, and leisure. The school’s mix of traditional 
and contemporary architecture seamlessly blends 
the past with the present. The buildings showcase 
the natural environment with floor to ceiling 
windows that provide sweeping views of the woods, 
creek, and ravine.

The 300-seat Millennium Theatre features an 
intimate proscenium “thrust” stage where no 
seat is more than 35 feet from center stage. 
The Performing Arts Center includes class and 
practice rooms, a scene design shop, and costume 
room.

STATE-OF-THE-ART
FACILITIES

Our facilities are the finest 
in the region designed to 
give students and families a 
wonderful experience.  Whether 
its the Collins Adventure Course, 
Millennium Theatre, or the various 
classroom spaces, it is exciting to 
show kids what the possibilities 
are for them.

Larry Anning, 
Superintendant of Facilities and 
Grounds

“

THE MILLENIUM THEATRE

The Wolfe Gallery is at the core of Maumee Valley’s 
fine arts education. Its philosophy is to be a 
teaching and learning gallery for Maumee Valley 
students and faculty, as well as a resource for the 
greater Toledo community in terms of exposure for 
the arts. The Wolfe Gallery regularly features well-
renowned artists, alumni artists, and student art 
shows.

The home of the Hawks, this 15,000 square foot 
facility includes a varsity gym, a middle school 
gym, a fitness center, an athletic training room and 
athletic offices.

Outdoor athletic facilities include fields for 
baseball, field hockey, and five tennis courts. The 
all-weather, six-lane metered track surrounds 
Koltay Soccer Field.

WOLFE GALLERY

JOHNSON-BAYER PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
COMPLEX

THE KNIGHT-MCCOY TRACK + KOLTAY SOCCER 
FIELD
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Maumee Valley’s Pre-School through Grade 12 
structure guides students through their entire 
educational journey until  college. It is the only 
school in the region that offers this comprehensive 
approach. 

Excellent socialization opportunities and the right 
mix of student-driven exploration and teacher-
directed learning are the foundation of our 
preschool. Maumee Valley’s Pre-School faculty 
believe these two factors are essential to a child’s 
social, emotional, and intellectual development.

Kindergarten is a full-day program that offers a 
wide range of activities and learning opportunities.  
Building on a strong foundation of early literacy 
skills, all students are strong readers by the time 
they enter the first grade.  

THE STRUCTURE

PRE-SCHOOL

KINDERGARTEN

How to choose the right 
Pre-School for your child...

Is the program academically 
based, socially based, or mixture 

of both?

What is the student-teacher ratio?

How much individual attention will 
your child receive?

Is it a welcoming environment?

What are the teachers’ credentials?

Will your child feel happy and 
secure?

Do the children learn to socialize in 
unique and creative ways?

Are the facilities clean, safe, and 
do they offer a variety of learning 

opportunities?

*

student-teacher ratio in Pre-
School and Kindergarten classes

6:1
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Teachers of these grades help students make 
the leap from learning to read to reading to 
learn. Building on the foundations laid in the 
primary grades, academic lessons are structured 
thematically to increase connectedness across the 
disciplines, enchance their comprehension and 
enrich their learning. 

Collaboration and group presentations are key 
components of the Upper Intermediate experience.  
By working together on projects, students do more 
than read about problems, they create solutions.  
Preparation for the Middle School is also a central 
focus. Students refine their communication skills 
daily through intensive writing instruction.

It is not so much the strategies, but 
the approach. We teach students 
how to think, ask them to evaluate 
and analyze. For example, I will 
say to my students, ‘I just read you 
three books about bears. Which of 
these stories do you like the best? 
Why?’ That kind of questioning 
gets them to use vocabulary and 
verbalize why they think the way 
they do. They know which story 
they like best. My job is to teach 
them how they know it.

Leigh Ann Meinecke, Preschool 
Teacher

“
LOWER INTERMEDIATE: GRADES 3 AND 4

UPPER INTERMEDIATE: GRADES 5 AND 6

Integrated, thematic curriculum helps students 
see connections and makes their learning more 
meaningful. The faculty’s talent for creating cross-
curricular connections is apparent in the first and 
second grade. Students fully discover experiential 
learning through broad thematic units that 
encompass multiple subjects at once. 

A social studies unit on Native American culture, 
for example, provides the basis for lessons in 
math and science and is enhanced by the study 
of  traditional Native American songs, dances, and 
art.

PRIMARY: GRADES 1 AND 2
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Completed in 2011, the $11.2 
million Upper School, The Boehm 

Building, provides 21st century 
space for 21st century learning. It 

is a LEED-certified building that 
is open, full of natural light, and 
has wireless capability, a digital 

video studio, and a state-of-the-art 
science wing. 

*

Maumee Valley’s school-wide mission is to prepare 
students for what comes next. The Upper School 
academic program focuses on preparing and 
challenging students to reach their full potential at 
Maumee Valley, in college, and beyond. 

Electives include economics, international 
relations, environmental science, anthropology, 
and digital media courses that complement the 
core curriculum, which covers advanced math, 
science, history, English, the fine arts, and foreign 
languages. Maumee Valley also offers college-
recognized Advanced Placement and Honors 
courses for students seeking further challenges.

UPPER SCHOOL: GRADES 9-12

The Middle School learning environment 
emphasizes the character touchstones of 
responsibility, respect, participation, and kindness. 
The strong enrichment programs include: Power 
of the Pen, Math Counts competitions, Science 
Fair, debate and forensics, geography and spelling 
bees, field trips, and extended travel experiences. 
The latter features outdoor expeditions and a trip 
to Washington D.C. and Gettysburg.
 
The interdisciplinary elective classes, community 
service, student government and responsible social 
experiences offer students a variety of leadership 
opportunities. The Middle School curriculum parallels 
that of the Upper School. Students who are ready for 
advanced coursework may enroll in select Upper 
School courses. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL: GRADES 7 AND 8

the # of square feet that comprise 
Maumee Valley’s Middle School, 

which houses a  spacious 
commons area, classrooms, 
a science lab, and a science 

preparation room

10,000
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Technology is seamlessly integrated into the 
curriculum at every grade level and in every 
subject area. Seventh and eighth grade students 
are issued an Apple iPad. Students use the touch-
screen tablets to study, submit homework, take 
class notes, and create short films or multimedia 
slide shows for presentations.  The iPads are used 
in science courses to access  three-dimensional 
images of human and plant cells, the periodic 
table of the elements, and animal anatomy.  

In the Lower and Upper Schools, students have easy 
access to the latest digital technologies, including 
iPads, PCs, netbooks, Apple workstations, and 
audio/visual equipment in the Digital Arts Studio.
 
All faculty members are committed to teaching 
students  effective communication skills in writing, 
speaking, and technology. Maumee Valley teaches 
students the latest technologies which they will 
later encounter in their fields of study and eventual 
careers.

TECHNOLOGY
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Choosing Maumee Valley is a major financial 
decision for families. The school’s creative 
educational programs are funded through 
tuition revenue, endowment interest, and the 
philanthropy of alumni, parents, and friends of the 
school.  Maumee Valley Country Day School strives 
to make education affordable and accessible to 
families by providing a variety of payment options.  
Additionally, we offer merit scholarships and need 
based financial aid. 

Maumee Valley offers bus transportation for 
students who live in the Toledo and Bowling 
Green communities. Additionally, some suburban 
districts provide transportation to Maumee Valley. 
Maumee Valley’s transportation program meets all 
state requirements.  

A Maumee Valley education is one of the greatest 
gifts you can give your child. It is personal and 
intimate.  Students are valued and supported in an 
environment unlike any other school in Northwest 
Ohio. Accordingly, our admissions staff works with 
families to make a Maumee Valley education a 
reality.

FINANCES + LOGISTICS

FINANCING YOUR CHILD’S EDUCATION

TRANSPORTATION

MAKING IT WORK

minimum amount that goes toward 
financial aid for students each year

percent of students receive some 
form of financial assistance

$1,000,000

45
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