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Established in 1909, Santa Barbara City College is renowned as one of 
the leading two-year community colleges in California and the nation. In 
2013, Santa Barbara City College was named the #1 Community College 
in the Nation, by the prestigious Aspen Institute. 

The SBCC campus is uniquely situated overlooking the Pacific Ocean. 
Known as the American Riviera, Santa Barbara’s relaxed community 
provides an unmatched backdrop to an educational experience of a 
lifetime for 20,000 students, which includes 1,400 international students 
from 80 different countries.

Quality faculty, exceptional academic, occupational programs, 
comprehensive student support services and premier facilities create a 
thriving educational environment designed with one goal in mind—ensuring 
the success of every student.

Santa Barbara City College offers a wide range of academic programs 
in a variety of disciplines. SBCC’s media arts program is considered to 
be one of the top programs in the State of California, offering cutting-
edge programs in the area of film production, multimedia, web journalism, 
photography, graphic design and animation. The Business Programs, 
including marketing, business administration, international business, 
management, entrepreneurship, finance and many more, are also popular. 

Santa Barbara City College’s mission is to provide students a diverse 
learning environment that inspires curiosity and discovery, promotes 
global responsibility and fosters opportunity for all. 

The college’s outstanding faculty is committed to teaching in small classes 
where students have direct, one-on-one access to their professors 
throughout the year and to creating an enriching environment that promotes 
the very best in teaching and learning. 

PREPARE FOR A CAREER
With access to some of the most advanced and best-equipped 
occupational/technological and business programs in California, SBCC 
students develop a competitive edge for today’s and tomorrow’s job 
market. A wide array of certificate and degree programs prepares 
students for immediate entry into a high-demand career fields.

BEGIN A BACHELOR’S DEGREE
City College is recognized as a national leader in  
transferring well-prepared students to the University 
of California, California State Universities, in-state 
independent colleges, and out-of-state  
four-year colleges and universities.  
Our widely accepted transfer 
curriculum, guaranteed transfer 
agreements, and innovative  
Transfer Center services prepare 
students for a smooth transition  
to the university of their choice.  
An agreement with UC Santa 
Barbara guarantees admission 
to those students who satisfy 
conditions of the agreement.

Jimmy is a Marketing major from Sweden.He’s planning to stay in Santa Barbara  to take advantage of the SBCC  Antioch Bridge Program. 

Furkan is a Film Production major from Turkey.

He will transfer to The American University of 

Paris. Being in Film production has allowed  

him to get involved in SBCC theater plays, 

short films and professional events.  

Students are required to enroll in a minimum of 12 semester units of 
credits in both the Fall and Spring semesters, although 15 units per 
semester is recommended in order to complete the requirements for 
graduation in two years. Meet with an academic counselor to create an 
Individual Education Plan (IEP) prior to enrolling in first-semester classes. 

(* No TOEFL score is required. All international students must take the English and math 
assessment tests. The results of these tests help place students in courses appropriate to 
their English and math proficiency.) 

Program Components
ACADEMIC PROGRAM 
Open to students who have placed above ESL levels on the SBCC 
English assessment test and who are prepared for advanced English 
study and regular college courses. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE STUDIES PROGRAM
Designed for students who would like to study English as a Second 
Language (ESL), the ESL program provides intensive English language 
training for beginning to advanced students who wish to improve their 
English skills before taking other college/university courses.

Program Rules
EMPLOYMENT
International students are not permitted to work off-campus during the first 
year of their studies, and only in specific situations is it possible to gain 
permission to work during the second year of study (English Language 
Studies Program students are not eligible to work). There are limited 
opportunities for employment (up to 19.5 hours per week) on campus 
after successfully completing one academic semester, but there are many 
students, both local and international, who apply for on-campus jobs. 
Students who complete an Associate degree may be eligible for Optional 
Practical Training (OPT), which allows students to work full-time for up to one 
year in the field of their studies anywhere in the U.S. upon degree completion. 

HEALTH AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE
SBCC requires all international students to purchase the medical 
insurance plan, which is approved by SBCC (no other insurance will 
be accepted). Although there is a Student Health and Wellness Center 
on campus, adequate insurance coverage is necessary in case major 
medical needs occur during your studies at SBCC. Further information on 
medical insurance is available through our office or on the ISSP website 
(www.sbcc.edu/international).  

https://www.sbcc.edu/international
http://www.sbcc.edu


ATHLETICS
A member of the Western State Conference, City College  
offers intercollegiate athletic competition for men in baseball, 
basketball, cross country, football, golf, soccer, tennis, track & 

field and volleyball. Intercollegiate athletic competition for women is offered in 
basketball, cross country, golf, soccer, softball, swimming, tennis, track & field, 
volleyball and water polo.

CLUBS
SBCC is proud to have a large variety of active student-run  
clubs on campus! Clubs focus on career options, student 
diversity, community service, academic interests, recreation,  

and provide an opportunity to be involved with other students.

HONORS PROGRAM
A rigorous series of stimulating academic courses taught by some of the 
most outstanding SBCC professors. Combined with the excellence of 
SBCC’s academic majors, the Honors curriculum provides the strongest 
preparation for transfer to public and private universities and colleges, and 
all Honors Program courses are designed to meet General Education, 
IGETC and college requirements.

PHI THETA KAPPA
Is the international honor society for two-year colleges. Students  
must have completed 12 units at SBCC and have a GPA of 3.5 to 
be considered for membership. The benefits of membership include 
nationwide recognition of scholarly excellence, scholarships, access  
to prestigious universities, special graduation certificates and transcript 
notations, leadership opportunities as chapter officers, and fellowship  
and service opportunities at SBCC and in the community. 

STUDENT AMBASSADOR PROGRAM
SBCC Ambassadors volunteer, reaching out to new and continuing 
international students, campus organizations and to the Santa Barbara 
community. Joining this program is an excellent way to get involved with 
the campus community. The Ambassador group works closely with other 
student groups, SBCC’s Vaquero Welcome orientation team, and the 
International Student Support Program to plan events and activities  
to make sure that SBCC students feel connected to our school.

ACADEMIC COUNSELING
The Counseling Center provides comprehensive services for goal setting 
and decision making in the planning of students’ individual paths. 

CAREER CENTER
Students clarify their interests, select a major and get 
information on careers. The Career Center offers career 
planning courses, job seeking skills and drop-in counseling.

DISABLED STUDENT  
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
DSPS provides educational support to students with 
disabilities, including disability related counseling, test 
accommodations, auxiliary aides, alternate media, adaptive 
equipment and assistive technologies.

STUDENT HEALTH AND WELLNESS
Registered nurses and physicians offer first aid and illness assessment. 
Personal and mental health counseling is available, as well as an active 
wellness program to assist students in choosing healthy lifestyle options.

TRANSFER CENTER
Counselors and advisors assist students with course planning for transfer. 
Campus representatives from four-year colleges visit often to meet with 
potential transfer students.

Santa Barbara City College Transfer Academy with UCSB
The Transfer Academy guides students through the process and courses 
needed to qualify for transfer to the UC Santa Barbara by the most 
efficient and effective means possible. 

SBCC’s agreement with UC Santa Barbara guarantees your admission 
to the UCSB College of Letters and Science or the College of 
Engineering for Fall term admission. The guarantee applies to students 
who complete 60 transferable units, specified subject and/or course 
requirements and a minimum specified UC transfer grade point average.

SANTA BARBARA CITY COLLEGE— 
ANTIOCH UNIVERSITY BRIDGE PROGRAM
Transfer 80 semester units and earn your BA degree in one year.

AUSB Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Studies
AUSB’s BA program develops well-rounded global citizens with the knowledge and skills to lead 
successful careers and meaningful lives. 

Concentrations
• Applied Psychology • Communication and Media • Liberal Arts

• Business and Entrepreneurship • Environmental Studies • Marketing

• Child Development and Education

Benefits
• Cost-effective: Generous credit given for past coursework 

• Time-efficient: Associate’s degree or G.E. completion not required  
for transfer

• Support: Dedicated advisors help you build a path to degree completion

Acceptable Transfer Credits
• All Santa Barbara City College credits 

• International or U.S. university credits from accredited institutions or  
the equivalent

• Norway, Sweden, Denmark and the Netherlands’ Upper Secondary  
(Gymnasium)

• Germany’s Abitur—guaranteed full year of transfer credit 
 *Similar studies completed in countries not listed above may be evaluated for transferability.

• CLEP credit (score of 50 or higher) 
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HOUSING
SBCC maintains a listing of local housing placement services, 
property managers, a website for temporary housing, rental/
roommate referrals, homestay referrals, and some opportunities 

for private residence hall housing. Local homestays provide new students with 
the opportunity to learn about American culture, while sharing aspects of their 
own culture with a host family. Keep in mind that housing in Santa Barbara is 
limited and in high demand. You should plan your housing prior to your arrival. 

MUSIC AND DRAMA
Opportunities abound to participate in performance activities in 
theatre and music. The SBCC Theatre Group has a full season 
of performances, utilizing students in all areas of production: 

costuming, makeup, stagecraft and acting. Concert productions include  
choir and chamber singers, jazz, symphony, concert band, and electronic  
and commercial music.

home

PIPELINE
All enrolled students have access to an easy-to-use  
portal that provides free email, contact with your instructor 

and classmates, chat rooms, calendars, bulletin boards, course 
information, student services, campus events, and grades.

SAFETY AND TRANSPORTATION
Campus Security officers patrol 24/7, and provide escort 
service as needed. The campus has proven to be extremely 
safe, with little reported crime.

Students may purchase permits for on-campus parking. Student fees 
include a photo I.D./bus pass, valid for unlimited use of local MTD buses 
throughout each semester.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT
The Student Senate or Associated Student Government 
(ASG) plays an important role in the decision-making 
process at the college, while providing an array of services 

and activities that enhance the total student experience.

Karmen is a Journalism major from Sweden.
She’s remaining a California  girl and transferring to  CSU Long Beach.

 

ANTIOCH BA HIGHLIGHTS

• Engaging faculty with extensive 
professional training related to the 
course of study 

• Average class size: 20 students

• Flexible course formats
 • 3-unit classes held once a week
 • 1-unit Saturday seminars
 • Select hybrid/online courses

• Academic performance assessed with 
narrative evaluations and letter-grade 
equivalents

• Year-round instruction: 4 quarters with 
10 weeks each 

• Same tuition for California residents, 
out-of-state and international students

Learn More 
www.antiochsb.edu/international-sbcc

Felipe is an Economics major from Brazil.

He enjoys getting involved with the  

Student Ambassador Program and  

blogs about his experiences at SBCC. 

Stay in Santa Barbara
Earn your Bachelor of Art Degree! 

SPECIAL ProgramsSUPPORT Services

http://www.sbccvaqueros.com/landing/index
http://www.sbcc.edu/clubs/
www.sbcc.edu/housing
http://www.sbcc.edu/theatrearts/
https://auth.sbcc.edu/cas/login?service=https%3A%2F%2Fpipeline.sbcc.edu%2Fc%2Fportal%2Flogin
http://www.sbcc.edu/security/
http://www.sbcc.edu/security/
http://www.sbcc.edu/journalism/
http://www.sbcc.edu/studentlife/
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to those students who satisfy 
conditions of the agreement.

Jimmy is a Marketing major from Sweden.He’s planning to stay in Santa Barbara  to take advantage of the SBCC  Antioch Bridge Program. 

Furkan is a Film Production major from Turkey.

He will transfer to The American University of 

Paris. Being in Film production has allowed  

him to get involved in SBCC theater plays, 

short films and professional events.  

Students are required to enroll in a minimum of 12 semester units of 
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semester is recommended in order to complete the requirements for 
graduation in two years. Meet with an academic counselor to create an 
Individual Education Plan (IEP) prior to enrolling in first-semester classes. 

(* No TOEFL score is required. All international students must take the English and math 
assessment tests. The results of these tests help place students in courses appropriate to 
their English and math proficiency.) 

Program Components
ACADEMIC PROGRAM 
Open to students who have placed above ESL levels on the SBCC 
English assessment test and who are prepared for advanced English 
study and regular college courses. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE STUDIES PROGRAM
Designed for students who would like to study English as a Second 
Language (ESL), the ESL program provides intensive English language 
training for beginning to advanced students who wish to improve their 
English skills before taking other college/university courses.

Program Rules
EMPLOYMENT
International students are not permitted to work off-campus during the first 
year of their studies, and only in specific situations is it possible to gain 
permission to work during the second year of study (English Language 
Studies Program students are not eligible to work). There are limited 
opportunities for employment (up to 19.5 hours per week) on campus 
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students, both local and international, who apply for on-campus jobs. 
Students who complete an Associate degree may be eligible for Optional 
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http://www.sbcc.edu/finance/
http://www.sbcc.edu/filmtelevision/
http://international.sbcc.edu/
http://international.sbcc.edu/about/program/
http://international.sbcc.edu/about/program/
http://international.sbcc.edu/visa/employment/
http://www.sbcc.eduinternational
http://www.sbcc.edu/healthservices/healthinsuranceenrollment.php
http://www.sbcc.edu/transfercenter/
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nationwide recognition of scholarly excellence, scholarships, access  
to prestigious universities, special graduation certificates and transcript 
notations, leadership opportunities as chapter officers, and fellowship  
and service opportunities at SBCC and in the community. 

STUDENT AMBASSADOR PROGRAM
SBCC Ambassadors volunteer, reaching out to new and continuing 
international students, campus organizations and to the Santa Barbara 
community. Joining this program is an excellent way to get involved with 
the campus community. The Ambassador group works closely with other 
student groups, SBCC’s Vaquero Welcome orientation team, and the 
International Student Support Program to plan events and activities  
to make sure that SBCC students feel connected to our school.

ACADEMIC COUNSELING
The Counseling Center provides comprehensive services for goal setting 
and decision making in the planning of students’ individual paths. 

CAREER CENTER
Students clarify their interests, select a major and get 
information on careers. The Career Center offers career 
planning courses, job seeking skills and drop-in counseling.

DISABLED STUDENT  
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
DSPS provides educational support to students with 
disabilities, including disability related counseling, test 
accommodations, auxiliary aides, alternate media, adaptive 
equipment and assistive technologies.

STUDENT HEALTH AND WELLNESS
Registered nurses and physicians offer first aid and illness assessment. 
Personal and mental health counseling is available, as well as an active 
wellness program to assist students in choosing healthy lifestyle options.

TRANSFER CENTER
Counselors and advisors assist students with course planning for transfer. 
Campus representatives from four-year colleges visit often to meet with 
potential transfer students.

Santa Barbara City College Transfer Academy with UCSB
The Transfer Academy guides students through the process and courses 
needed to qualify for transfer to the UC Santa Barbara by the most 
efficient and effective means possible. 

SBCC’s agreement with UC Santa Barbara guarantees your admission 
to the UCSB College of Letters and Science or the College of 
Engineering for Fall term admission. The guarantee applies to students 
who complete 60 transferable units, specified subject and/or course 
requirements and a minimum specified UC transfer grade point average.

SANTA BARBARA CITY COLLEGE— 
ANTIOCH UNIVERSITY BRIDGE PROGRAM
Transfer 80 semester units and earn your BA degree in one year.

AUSB Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Studies
AUSB’s BA program develops well-rounded global citizens with the knowledge and skills to lead 
successful careers and meaningful lives. 

Concentrations
• Applied Psychology • Communication and Media • Liberal Arts

• Business and Entrepreneurship • Environmental Studies • Marketing

• Child Development and Education

Benefits
• Cost-effective: Generous credit given for past coursework 

• Time-efficient: Associate’s degree or G.E. completion not required  
for transfer

• Support: Dedicated advisors help you build a path to degree completion

Acceptable Transfer Credits
• All Santa Barbara City College credits 

• International or U.S. university credits from accredited institutions or  
the equivalent

• Norway, Sweden, Denmark and the Netherlands’ Upper Secondary  
(Gymnasium)

• Germany’s Abitur—guaranteed full year of transfer credit 
 *Similar studies completed in countries not listed above may be evaluated for transferability.

• CLEP credit (score of 50 or higher) 
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SBCC maintains a listing of local housing placement services, 
property managers, a website for temporary housing, rental/
roommate referrals, homestay referrals, and some opportunities 

for private residence hall housing. Local homestays provide new students with 
the opportunity to learn about American culture, while sharing aspects of their 
own culture with a host family. Keep in mind that housing in Santa Barbara is 
limited and in high demand. You should plan your housing prior to your arrival. 

MUSIC AND DRAMA
Opportunities abound to participate in performance activities in 
theatre and music. The SBCC Theatre Group has a full season 
of performances, utilizing students in all areas of production: 

costuming, makeup, stagecraft and acting. Concert productions include  
choir and chamber singers, jazz, symphony, concert band, and electronic  
and commercial music.

home

PIPELINE
All enrolled students have access to an easy-to-use  
portal that provides free email, contact with your instructor 

and classmates, chat rooms, calendars, bulletin boards, course 
information, student services, campus events, and grades.

SAFETY AND TRANSPORTATION
Campus Security officers patrol 24/7, and provide escort 
service as needed. The campus has proven to be extremely 
safe, with little reported crime.

Students may purchase permits for on-campus parking. Student fees 
include a photo I.D./bus pass, valid for unlimited use of local MTD buses 
throughout each semester.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT
The Student Senate or Associated Student Government 
(ASG) plays an important role in the decision-making 
process at the college, while providing an array of services 

and activities that enhance the total student experience.

Karmen is a Journalism major from Sweden.
She’s remaining a California  girl and transferring to  CSU Long Beach.

 

ANTIOCH BA HIGHLIGHTS

• Engaging faculty with extensive 
professional training related to the 
course of study 

• Average class size: 20 students

• Flexible course formats
 • 3-unit classes held once a week
 • 1-unit Saturday seminars
 • Select hybrid/online courses

• Academic performance assessed with 
narrative evaluations and letter-grade 
equivalents

• Year-round instruction: 4 quarters with 
10 weeks each 

• Same tuition for California residents, 
out-of-state and international students

Learn More 
www.antiochsb.edu/international-sbcc

Felipe is an Economics major from Brazil.

He enjoys getting involved with the  

Student Ambassador Program and  

blogs about his experiences at SBCC. 

Stay in Santa Barbara
Earn your Bachelor of Art Degree! 
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http://www.sbcc.edu/economics/
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 • 3-unit classes held once a week
 • 1-unit Saturday seminars
 • Select hybrid/online courses

• Academic performance assessed with 
narrative evaluations and letter-grade 
equivalents

• Year-round instruction: 4 quarters with 
10 weeks each 

• Same tuition for California residents, 
out-of-state and international students

Learn More 
www.antiochsb.edu/international-sbcc

Felipe is an Economics major from Brazil.

He enjoys getting involved with the  

Student Ambassador Program and  

blogs about his experiences at SBCC. 

Stay in Santa Barbara
Earn your Bachelor of Art Degree! 

SPECIAL ProgramsSUPPORT Services

http://www.sbcc.edu/transfercenter/antioch.php
http://www.antiochsb.edu/international-sbcc


International Student Support Program

721 Cliff Drive, Santa Barbara, California 93109 USA 

www.sbcc.edu/international  |  issp@sbcc.edu  |  (805) 730-4040

Established in 1909, Santa Barbara City College is renowned as one of 
the leading two-year community colleges in California and the nation. In 
2013, Santa Barbara City College was named the #1 Community College 
in the Nation, by the prestigious Aspen Institute. 

The SBCC campus is uniquely situated overlooking the Pacific Ocean. 
Known as the American Riviera, Santa Barbara’s relaxed community 
provides an unmatched backdrop to an educational experience of a 
lifetime for 20,000 students, which includes 1,400 international students 
from 80 different countries.

Quality faculty, exceptional academic, occupational programs, 
comprehensive student support services and premier facilities create a 
thriving educational environment designed with one goal in mind—ensuring 
the success of every student.

Santa Barbara City College offers a wide range of academic programs 
in a variety of disciplines. SBCC’s media arts program is considered to 
be one of the top programs in the State of California, offering cutting-
edge programs in the area of film production, multimedia, web journalism, 
photography, graphic design and animation. The Business Programs, 
including marketing, business administration, international business, 
management, entrepreneurship, finance and many more, are also popular. 

Santa Barbara City College’s mission is to provide students a diverse 
learning environment that inspires curiosity and discovery, promotes 
global responsibility and fosters opportunity for all. 

The college’s outstanding faculty is committed to teaching in small classes 
where students have direct, one-on-one access to their professors 
throughout the year and to creating an enriching environment that promotes 
the very best in teaching and learning. 

PREPARE FOR A CAREER
With access to some of the most advanced and best-equipped 
occupational/technological and business programs in California, SBCC 
students develop a competitive edge for today’s and tomorrow’s job 
market. A wide array of certificate and degree programs prepares 
students for immediate entry into a high-demand career fields.

BEGIN A BACHELOR’S DEGREE
City College is recognized as a national leader in  
transferring well-prepared students to the University 
of California, California State Universities, in-state 
independent colleges, and out-of-state  
four-year colleges and universities.  
Our widely accepted transfer 
curriculum, guaranteed transfer 
agreements, and innovative  
Transfer Center services prepare 
students for a smooth transition  
to the university of their choice.  
An agreement with UC Santa 
Barbara guarantees admission 
to those students who satisfy 
conditions of the agreement.

Jimmy is a Marketing major from Sweden.He’s planning to stay in Santa Barbara  to take advantage of the SBCC  Antioch Bridge Program. 

Furkan is a Film Production major from Turkey.

He will transfer to The American University of 

Paris. Being in Film production has allowed  

him to get involved in SBCC theater plays, 

short films and professional events.  

Students are required to enroll in a minimum of 12 semester units of 
credits in both the Fall and Spring semesters, although 15 units per 
semester is recommended in order to complete the requirements for 
graduation in two years. Meet with an academic counselor to create an 
Individual Education Plan (IEP) prior to enrolling in first-semester classes. 

(* No TOEFL score is required. All international students must take the English and math 
assessment tests. The results of these tests help place students in courses appropriate to 
their English and math proficiency.) 

Program Components
ACADEMIC PROGRAM 
Open to students who have placed above ESL levels on the SBCC 
English assessment test and who are prepared for advanced English 
study and regular college courses. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE STUDIES PROGRAM
Designed for students who would like to study English as a Second 
Language (ESL), the ESL program provides intensive English language 
training for beginning to advanced students who wish to improve their 
English skills before taking other college/university courses.

Program Rules
EMPLOYMENT
International students are not permitted to work off-campus during the first 
year of their studies, and only in specific situations is it possible to gain 
permission to work during the second year of study (English Language 
Studies Program students are not eligible to work). There are limited 
opportunities for employment (up to 19.5 hours per week) on campus 
after successfully completing one academic semester, but there are many 
students, both local and international, who apply for on-campus jobs. 
Students who complete an Associate degree may be eligible for Optional 
Practical Training (OPT), which allows students to work full-time for up to one 
year in the field of their studies anywhere in the U.S. upon degree completion. 

HEALTH AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE
SBCC requires all international students to purchase the medical 
insurance plan, which is approved by SBCC (no other insurance will 
be accepted). Although there is a Student Health and Wellness Center 
on campus, adequate insurance coverage is necessary in case major 
medical needs occur during your studies at SBCC. Further information on 
medical insurance is available through our office or on the ISSP website 
(www.sbcc.edu/international).  

http://www.sbcc.edu
http:www.sbcc.edu/international
mailto:issp@sbcc.edu
https://twitter.com/SantaBarbaraCC
https://www.instagram.com/sbccofficial/
https://www.facebook.com/SBCityCollege/
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